
Trusting the Name of God  
Exodus 34:6 

 
Do you trust God?  It depends on how well you know him. 
   ETS and Susanne with a lady who thought she knew her dad.  

     Do you really know him or is it based upon assumptions? 
Knowing God is not just having information about him. 

The Lord seeks to be known for who He is, not what we think He is or should be. 

      
So who is God?  What is the best way to know God? 
No one but God can explain best of what God is like.   

God in his own being is the one who confirms what the idea of what God should be.   
The character of God- his nature, the way he has revealed himself (word and Jesus) 

 
Today we begin to look at one of the most important passages in Scripture  

as God explains to Moses and the people of Israel and you today concerning who He is. 
      We will see that God’s revelation of attributes is foremost in how God wants us to know Him 

                 and how we can have confidence in life as we trust in the character of God. 
 
Turn to Ex 34:5-6 
    
Verse 5 
What does it mean to proclaim?  Not a judgment which is rightfully due but here God gives a 
beautiful discourse and one of the greatest passages indication who God is.   
When God gave these words, in essence he was saying to know this is to know me, your God. 
       This is a proclamation of the nature of God and his presence.   

            33:19, “all my goodness… and I will proclaim my name”. 
 
Verse 6 
Like the 4 C’s of a diamond description we have 13 words of description.   
   These are not just 13 labels, not just a list of various qualities, this is God in personified terms.   

This disclosure is his own example of his relentless determination of maintaining his 
covenant relationship with his people.   

 
He leads the list, the first three of the thirteen, with his own name. 
 
But we must ask: What’s in a name?  Today we chose names for  
         Family heritage one previous in family   -  our girls with family middle names  Kaylin “the” 
         Harmonious first and last names -sounds good Amelia Be Delia and Don Juan Candy Bar 

        Cody Helper cushion   
  Paul Green  mighty fisherman and deer slayer  Tony Nord ninja by night 
 
     What’s in a name?    In Hebrew, name is the shorthand for character, it can carry meaning 

Adam   man  Isaac    he laughs     Nathan  giver   
Barnabas   son of prophecy/encouragement        Lo-Ammi- you are not my people. 

 
What’s in His name?  To God- everything. 
Thus to know God’s name is to know his nature and character.   
     
 
Yahweh    2x 



Repetition for emphasis and indicating its importance and the centrality to his being.  
What does this mean? 
Ex. 3:14 and 6:3 record the origin of this divine name and show the significance of it in 
the following chapters of fulfilled promise in deliverance from Egypt.   

 
Exodus 3:7-15 
7-8 God plans to rescue.    I know you Distress and I will deliver you 
10 So now I am sending Arnold,  

      I know your distress and I will deliver you by………. sending Moses 
    God is still the main character, not the 80 year old shepherd 
11 Who am I?  I have no status or power.  Is that the real question? 

        – Really “Will you abandon me?”   “Will you send me out and hang me dry” 
12 God’s answer to the real question-  “deliverance is the presence of God” 
13 The “Who am I” in verse 11 turns to “who are you?” 
  I don’t know who you are- really “what are you really like?  
  Not what are you but WHO are you 
14 God’s answer to the real question and issue at hand is His name. 
  Not a label, not a title, not a just a name, but theology,  

This is the name that will shape the story of God’s people, 
    and the story of deliverance will give credence to this name. 
 

I am who I am 
I will be what I will be  I cause to be because I cause to be 
He causes to be what is He is who causes to be 
Eternally self-existent, and self sufficient  
Complete in himself and not dependent on anything 
He is transcendent (completely outside created order) and immanent (everywhere present) 
I will be God for you 
 

In Hebrew it is the repeated form of the verb “to be” of ‘I Am’ is related to “Yahweh” 
 He reveals his actual proper name YAHWEH verse 15 

We have in our translations LORD in all caps for this covenant name Ps 8:1 
 
What does this mean? 

I Am what??   I am ….What you need.  Yahweh     
    There is an intimacy in relationship, and by giving His name, God becomes accessible to you. 
          “God will always be whatever his people need him to be in any given moment or place”  
          -Hamilton 

Like a blank check, I will be what I need to be for you.  God gives himself to us in his name. 
 
Look at a few places where God compounds His name with the particular needs of his people. 
 

Yahweh Need     OT location  Jesus 
 
Shalom Peace   Jud 6:24  John 14:27 

 Jireh  Provider  Gen 22:13-14  Phil. 4:19 
 Nissi  Banner-victory Ex 17:8-15  I Cor. 15:57 
 Rapha  Healer   Ex 15:26  Matt 9:35 
 Raah  Shepherd  Ps 23   John 10:11 
 Tsidkenu Righteousness Jer 23:6  I Cor. 1:30 
 Shammah Present  Ezek 48:35  Matt. 28:20 



   
   
 
 
 
Because we can know God, we can trust that He will deliver His people. 
Deliverance occurs when God steps into human experience. 

Yahweh, his personal name – the deliverance name 
In many ways the Bible is a story of deliverance.   

The story of deliverance that occurs when God steps into human 
experience. 

          When they hear, say or use the name Yahweh it means savior, deliver, Lord, all sufficient 
 
In God’s name is seen the heart of redemption and salvation. 
 We need redemption from our sins   
To know the name of God is to trust God. 
This is what the Lord wants us to know about him.  This is not the full disclosure, for in Christ we 
see the very glory of God (II Cor. 4:4-6).   
 
God invites us to know his name through Christ. 
Knowing God takes on the fullest expression in the person of Jesus.   

    In Christ and only in Christ can we fully understand God and what He is like. 
 
We learn more of the meaning of His name by what he says (his word) and does (his acts),  
 
Thus progressively throughout scripture we see more acts of God and thus the richer his name 
becomes.  The greatest is seen in his Word taking on flesh Jesus (Jn. 1)  
                  and the greatest saving act in the cross event (Jn. 19). 
How they are to think of themselves in relation to God 

Knowing God in the experience of deliverance  
They will know him in an intimate personal way 

 
 
JESUS I NEED…… 
 
 
 
Jn 8:58 
 
 


